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President’s Comments 

By Bob Hewey 

Some significant changes are being proposed to the 
NENA membership this year: 

• Revisions to the by-laws that will give us more flexibil¬ 
ity in the timing of our convention and annual meeting 
and do some additional “fine tuning.” 

• Use the Bay State Coin Show starting in March 2001 as 
our convention and annual meeting site. This will give 
us a consistent, central location (Boston), good adver¬ 
tising and high visibility. 

• Establish a NENA Web site to better communicate with 
and educate our members 

These recommendations are consistent with the feed¬ 
back that 1 have been receiving since 1 became president of 
NENA They will allow us to focus more on the educa¬ 
tional and service aspects of the coin hobby, which 1 believe 
are our greatest strengths and of most value to our mem¬ 
bership 

To be fair, 1 have also heard some concerns about 
moving our convention site to Boston. Driving in Boston is 
no picnic and parking downtown can be very expensive. 
However, I believe that we can use carpooling and public 
transportation alternatives that will enable all who wish to 
attend to do so. 

What do we need from you? Please attend our annual 
meeting on Saturday, May 20, 2000 in Auburn, Mas¬ 
sachusetts (Please see the meeting notice on the back page 
in this issue of the NENA News ) Even though there will be 
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no bourse, we are planning a program of entertainment and 
education in addition to voting on the proposed changes to 
the by-laws and electing officers (Please contact any NENA 
officer if you would like to be considered for an office ) We 
will also have our usual exhibit competition Let’s kick off 
the 21 st century in grand style and have a great turnout. See 
you there! 


NENA Board Meeting Minutes 

January 29, 2000 

President Bob Hewey called the NENA Board to order 
on Saturday, January 29, 2000 at the Sacred Heart Church 
hall in Worcester, Massachusetts. Four board members and 
one guest were present. The minutes of the previous 
meeting and the treasure’s report were accepted as read 
Special thanks were extended to Bob Fritsch for taking the 
minutes at the previous meeting. A motion was made and 
passed to give a donation to the church for the use their 
hall. 

The NENA mail permit for Greenland, New Hampshire 
has expired. Jack Kiley is going to investigate the possibil¬ 
ity of obtaining a new permit at the Auburn, Massachusetts 
Post Office. 

It was suggested that the Auburn library could be a 
future location for NENA Board meetings. Jack Haroian 
will pursue this. 

Jack Kiley has agreed to take over the primary respon¬ 
sibility for printing the NENA News. George Bilodeau will 
be his backup. 

Ed Aleo has approached the NENA Board with a 
proposal to combine the NENA convention with his March 
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coin shows starting in 2001. The November shows are not 
available because Mr. Aleo has already made a commitment 
to the 4C Collectors Club for those conventions. The 
NENA bylaws will have to be amended to accommodate a 
March NENA convention. Such a change must be ap¬ 
proved by the membership. The Board discussed NENA’s 
expenses, and Bob Anderson agreed to get expense data 
for a 2001 show. 

Bob Hewey will investigate the possibility of a NENA 
Internet web page Jack Kiley agreed to provide an inven¬ 
tory of the NENA books. 

May 20 lh was discussed as the date for the next general 
meeting at a site to be determined The next board meeting 
was scheduled for April 1, 2000. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:33PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

George A Bilodeau, Jr 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow 
collectors? You will be surprised to find how much fun it is 
to write an article about your special collecting interests! If 
you have never written an article before, or if you are 
unsure as to how to proceed, your editor will be glad to 
give you a hand 

NOTE: My backlog of articles is now depleted! Why 
not get your name up in lights, or at least grab the 
undivided attention of the NENA membership and 
write an article for the NENA News today! 
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The Roman Emperors 
Valerian and Gallienius (253-268 A.D): 

A Potent Father and Son Team 

By Fred A. Liberatore 

Unlike the "name" emperors of the first and second 
centuries A.D, those of the third century are less well 
known to the general public today. Most emperors from the 
mid third century ruled for only a short time, accomplished 
little, and were usually murdered by their own soldiers. The 
times were chaotic with numerous barbarian invasions from 
the north across the Rhine and Danube while the resurgent 
Persians (Sassanids) crossed the Euphrates from the east 
and devastated much of Roman Asia. 

Valerian became emperor on the death of Amelian (as 
usual by his own soldier's daggers) who ruled for only a 
few months (253 A.D ). On assuming power, Valerian 
immediately made his son Gallienus a coemperor with full 
power. In addition to the barbarian invasions just alluded 
to, there were numerous usurpers who became emperors at 
the insistence of their soldiers. It was an "honor" that a 
general literally "couldn't refuse." This brought about civil 
wars made worse by a plague that spread throughout the 
empire. 

The Roman Empire was defended by garrisoned fron¬ 
tier fortifications. The frontier defense had done well 
against smaller numbers of barbarians infrequently attempt¬ 
ing raids in an uncoordinated fashion. However, barbarian 
tribal confederations resulted in significant, coordinated 
attacks against defenses stripped of men by civil wars and 
plague. Behind this hardened crust was an excellent road 
system, cities without walls, and a rich agricultural country- 
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side full of villas and farms. Internally, the empire was 
defenseless having known peace for almost 200 years 

Valerian and Gallenius inherited this disastrous situa¬ 
tion Valerian fought the Goths and Herulians from the 
north as well as the Persians on the eastern frontier under 
their self styled king of kings, Shapur. Valerian was taken 
prisoner treacherously by Shapur at a peace conference 
(260 A D ) and died miserably in captivity The Roman 
allies from Palmyra, a desert kingdom, ultimately defeated 
the Persians and drove them out. Then they turned on the 
remaining Roman garrisons and sheared off the Roman east 
as an independent Palmyrene empire. 

Gallienus never made any attempt to ransom or rescue 
his father and in all probability was totally powerless to do 
so He had his own troubles in the form of numerous 
barbarian invasions by confederations including the Franks, 
Alamanni, Marcomanni, Vandals and the ever present 
Goths. Gallienus fought them all. He was less successful 
against the usurper Postumus (259-268 A D) who led the 
breakaway Gallic empire of Gaul, Spain, and Britain 

The monetary system of the empire was as chaotic as 
the military situation. Inflation ran wild and the silver 
coinage was debased to almost pure bronze with a silver 
wash. Gold coins were of relatively good metal but their 
weights varied wildly and the denominations are uncertain 
In all likelihood, gold passed by weight and considering its 
great rarity today was not too common then 

At the opposite end of the rarity spectrum is the 
antoninianus struck from debased silver or silver washed 
bronze after about 258 AD when the monetary crisis 
became very severe. The coins have decent portraits and 
usually passably engraved obverse legends The reverses 


are often sloppily cut with hard to read legends. Although a 
number of mints (Rome, Milan, Lyons, Antioch etc.) are 
known to have been in operation for these emperors, the 
coins themselves lack mint marks and these attributions 
depend on the style of the die engraving and hoard evi¬ 
dence. 

The classic Roman copper/bronze coins, the as, the 
dupondius, and the sestertius were issued early in the joint 
reign but this ceased once the monetary crisis had occurred 
It was also noteworthy that the issue of Roman Provincial 
coins in the Greek east virtually ceased after the great 
crisis. Their metal value was greater than any denomina¬ 
tional value could justify and the mass of debased antonni- 
ani drove them from circulation as it did the classic Roman 
base metal issues. 

Collectors should be able to easily obtain decent VF-EF 
antoniniani of both emperors for $15-25, perhaps less. 
Specimens in G-VG are often in the "genuine Roman coin 
for $5" category When buying these coins look for a sharp 
portrait and lettering that clearly identifies the emperor 
Expect a less than perfect reverse on all but the choicest 
specimens. Please note that there are dozens of reverse 
types and varieties plus numerous inscriptional variations 
More than a lifetime would be necessary to form a really 
complete collection. 

Valerian, in spite of the disasters that befell his Eastern 
Empire, ruled 7 years during the time of chaos, which was 
a long reign Gallienus managed to survive as emperor for 
15 years and near the end of his rule won a remarkable 
victory over the Goths in the largest battle of the century 
I le kept the heart of the Roman Empire intact and orga¬ 
nized a fast riding, hard hitting cavalry force as a strategic 
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reserve in Northern Italy to deal with barbarians who 
breached the frontier defenses This measure was a strate¬ 
gic insight that was directly responsible for the eventual 
recovery of the empire. 

Unfortunately for Gallienus, it was the senior officers 
(several later became emperors themselves) of this re¬ 
serve who plotted his assassination in his 50th year 
Considering their achievements, I regard Valerian and 
Gallienus as great fighting emperors worthy of remem¬ 
brance Happily their coins are readily available 


Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could share 
your thoughts? Now you have a forum - The NENA News! 
Send your letters to William T. Jones, P O Box 1314, 
Boston, MA 02117-1314 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your 
NENA News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the 
subject and space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to 
provide sufficient space for various subjects and points of view All 
letters will become the property of the New England Numismatic 
Association. 
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Becoming a Barber Collector 

By Russell Easterbrooks 



My coin collecting interest began 30 years ago, and the 
knowledge I have acquired has made my numismatic endeav¬ 
ors very rewarding. 

A collector entering the field of Barber coins today can 
experience the goal of building an outstanding collection, 
especially in any of the circulated grades. The Barber designs 
stood the test of time in circulation quite well, with lower 
grades retaining most of the original design characteristics 
Higher grades such as About Uncirculated exhibit a nearly 
“new” coin, without all the entanglements of the many Mint 
State grading differences. 

Barber coins span the end of era, and the beginning of a 
new century offering countless historical implications. Coins 
representing four different mints, major rarities, varieties, 
overdates and micro mintmarks are all part of the Barber 
collector experience. 

I would recommend specializing in one of the three 
Barber denominations. That way you can focus your atten¬ 
tion to the study, examination and expertise that are needed 
to attain your goal of completing a set. The knowledge 
acquired in your chosen field will serve you well when 





quality, price and investment potential are important factors 
in assembling your collection. 

Start by purchasing common dates and study their 
strike characteristics, surface wear, mintmarks, die breaks, 
etc. Be selective, however, because common dates are 
readily available. Don’t pass up a chance to examine a coin 
that you may already have or may not be able to purchase 
at that time. Remember your study and learning experience 
is never ending, and the thrill of a discovery comes to the 
collector who recognizes an unusual piece when he sees it! 
Reading every book and numismatic publication to improve 
your knowledge base is very important. I subscribe to 
countless publications, which keeps my mailbox full of 
interesting reading, which further stimulates my collecting 
interests. 

House your coins in 2x2 holders at the beginning 
because this will make the study of the coins easier. Buy a 
good quality book to display your collection in after you’ve 
acquired about 25 coins. This will help to avoid the haste to 
purchase coins brought on by the “empty book syndrome ” 
You will ultimately up-grade some coins, as their availabil¬ 
ity becomes evident to “improve” the look of your collec¬ 
tion. No matter, start a second collection and continue your 
adventure with coin collecting! 
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Coin Dealing on the Internet - Part 2 

By Bob Hewey (LM 3016) 


My most extensive experience is with eBay, which 
is one of the largest and oldest (established in 1995) of the 
general online auction sites Around 3 million listings are 
posted at any one time on eBay, in over 2500 categories 
ranging from automobiles to zithers (well, maybe “zithers" 



(Note: Part I of this article, in the previous issue of NENA 
News, covered individual dealer web sites, multi-dealer 
auction sites, and professional coin auction sites One thing 
that I forgot to mention about the Teletrade site in Part I is 
that they offer a “Combined Grading/ Auction Program” 
where you can submit raw coins directly to AN ACS, ICG, 
NGC or PCGS at greatly reduced rates ($8-12). The coins 
are graded and the forwarded directly to Teletrade for 
auction The grading fees will be deducted from the price 
realized, in addition to the normal commission and fees 
Coins rejected (e g questionable authenticity) by the grad¬ 
ing services are returned to the submitter, though grading 
and shipping fees will be charged.) 
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isn’t really a category, but you get the idea). There are tens 
of thousands of coins, tokens, numismatic publications and 
supplies of all types available. It can seem quite intimidat¬ 
ing and impossible to navigate at first. But it really is 
amazingly easy to use. And, in my experience, it is both a 
particularly good way to sell numismatic items and a fun 
way to buy. 

In order to buy or sell on eBay (or any of the 
general auction sites) you must first register. While some 
sites simply use your email address as your ID, eBay allows 
you to choose something different if you wish. You are 
also issued a password (which you may customize) for 
security purposes. 

Once registered you are free to bid on any item on 
the site or list items for sale if you wish. Auction durations 
are usually in the range of three days to two weeks. Sellers 
are normally charged a fee to list an item plus a commission 
based on the final sale price Listing fees generally range 
from $0.25 to $2.00 depending on the site and the mini¬ 
mum or reserve placed on the item. The listing may be put 
in bold face type or highlighted in a special section for an 
additional fee Some sites (not eBay) allow a listing to be 
posted under more than one category for an additional 
listing fee for each. Scanned images of the item in JPEG 
format may be included in the listing at no additional 
charge You should be able to view a scanned image even 
if you have no graphics handling software on your com¬ 
puter However, if you wish to include a graphic image in 
your listing you will need a scanner or electronic camera, a 
way to convert the image to JPEG, and a server that allows 
you to upload the image as a jpg ile. AOL, for example, 
gives each subscriber at least 2 megabytes of storage on the 
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server where such images can be stored. That is enough 
space to include images of 10-20 items with decent resolu¬ 
tion, if you know what you’re doing. 

Seller’s commissions range from under 2% to 5%, 
usually on a sliding scale, with the higher percentage 
charged on lower value items. In the sites I’m familiar with, 
there is no buyers fee added to the auction item, though the 
seller usually adds a shipping and handling fee ranging from 
$0 50 to several dollars per item. Shipping costs are not 
normally counted as part of the final sale price for sellers 
fee purposes. For that reason, it is important to note if the 
seller has “backloaded” a large shipping/handling fee onto 
an item to avoid the commission or assure a nice profit, 
even if the piece is returned or goes for a low bid (Note 
Some sellers offer to refund even the shipping charge if an 
item is returned. Give these folks high marks for in¬ 
tegrity!) Sellers usually either have to provide a credit 
card or pre-pay into an account before they can list an item 
to cover their fees and commissions. 

Something unique to these sites is the use of a 
rating system (positive, negative or neutral - with a verbal 
explanation attached). Some sites limit ratings to responses 
to actual transactions and some allow registered users to 
decline to be rated, though most users seem to accept the 
rating systems. Any registered user can rate another user on 
eBay, either tied to a specific transaction or not. The net 
rating (# of positives minus # of negatives) is listed next to 
the persons ID whenever they bid on or list an item Rating 
details are available for everyone to view at the click of a 
button. Some sites allow a rating to be modified at a later 
date but eBay does not On eBay, those being rated can 
respond to a rating but it will not be withdrawn or edited 1 
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must admit I felt a bit of apprehension at first about this 
process What if someone really wanted to “get” someone 
and loaded their rating with negative feedback. I have not 
seen this happen I have only given one negative comment 
out of the 150 or so I’ve posted. In that case, the person 
bid on a item but did not respond for over two weeks (He 
later apologized and said he was out of town - I posted an 
offsetting positive feedback for the apology) Users nor¬ 
mally are allowed to post only one rating per person per 
day Only one rating type per person is included in the 
rating total, though all will be shown in the details. I have 
yet to receive a negative comment While not foolproof, 



The Internet brings a world of coin collecting possibili¬ 
ties to your fingertips. Enjoy them! 


the rating system does supply some information about the 
integrity of the person with whom you’re dealing 

A couple of other nice features of some of these 
sites are the availability of insurance. You automatically 
have $250 of fraud insurance protection (after a $25 de¬ 
ductible) on any eBay transaction (transactions not subject 
to eBay fees are excluded) On another auction site 1 
access via <www.auctions.com> , if you sign up for their 
Bid$afe program (@ $ 19.95/year), you are automatically 
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insured for up to $3,000 against any loss, provided that any 
shipment over $300 is covered by a service requiring a 
recipient signature (e g. insurance, registration, certifica¬ 
tion). This is true regardless of whether or not the transac¬ 
tion was related to one of their auctions Furthermore, as a 
Bid$afe member you are eligible to buy up to $60,000 
additional “all risk” coverage for coin and stamp collections 
at very attractive rates (Note: coverage is for collections 
only, dealers stocks are not covered beyond the automatic 
$3000 limit). You also get free listings at the Auctions.com 
site (though commissions on sales are still charged). Un¬ 
fortunately, the site is not a great one for buying and selling 
coins, although I have had some success there, particularly 
on lower value items. There seem to be too few buyers and 
sellers using the site. But the insurance alone makes it 
worth joining, since it covers activity at other sites, too 

Another advantage offered by the Bid$afe program 
is an escrow service and acceptance of charge cards for an 
additional 3.5% fee. If a Bid$afe member purchases an 
item from a Bid$afe member, they have the option of 
paying the site via a major charge card. The seller is 
notified that the payment has cleared. He or he is then 
requested to send the item to the purchaser and notify the 
site when this is done Once received, the purchaser 
examines and either accepts or rejects and returns the item 
and notifies the site. If accepted, a check for the sale 
amount, minus the fees and commissions, is sent to the 
seller. Other sites, like eBay, offer similar escrow services, 
but usually for a higher fee. 

Let me share some experiences. These auction 
sites are a great place to research, buy and sell the most 
esoteric material - and it helps to be knowledgeable! For 
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example, I had a Latin American piece from the early 
1800’s that I had paid $12 for and had a value of about $25 
in the current Krause catalog. I made a scan of the coin, 
put it on eBay for a week or so and was ecstatic to sell it 
for nearly $50. Then I received an email from another 
collector wondering if I still had the coin. He hadn’t gotten 
around to really looking at the scan earlier but now that he 
had he’d offer up to $450 for it! I replied that I’d already 
sold it (as I was obliged to do). I also forwarded his note 
to the new owner. The new owner replied that he had 
already resold the piece for much more than the $450 offer! 
But I was philosophical. I am no expert on those pieces 
and would gladly have sold it for the $25 catalog value or 
less to another club member. By auctioning it, I received 
double what I would have expected. Another token I had 
paid $5 for sold for $135. I still have no idea if it was 
worth more but I was delighted with the sale. I have sold 
Hong Kong coins to a person in Mauritius, a Spanish coin 
to a collector in Russia and sent Morgan dollars to the 
U K , all with surprising ease and satisfaction on both sides 
I have also sold some real dogs for amazing amounts. 1 
sold two polished Columbian Halves in a snap-lock holder 
that I had accurately described as VF-EF and polished (one 
with a filed rim). I still got $20 for them after starting the 
bidding at $5 for the pair On the other hand. I’ve tried to 
sell some rare early 20th century Mexican coins and 
couldn’t get a starting bid at half catalog. 

Here are my tips for selling in an online auction: 

• Describe your items accurately, flaws and all. 
Give the information you’d want if you were a 
buyer. That way you’ll have fewer pieces re¬ 
turned and get positive feedback. 
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• Put enough information in your caption to en¬ 
courage a person to look further at your de¬ 
scription. 

• Provide a scan of the item for sale if possible - 
use at least 150 pixel resolution 

• Don’t expect full retail for an item - even 
though you will sometimes get it. If you can 
afford to do so, put a low starting bid and watch 
it go! Use a reserve bid rather than a high 
starting bid. Then you’ll get a sense of the 
market 

As I have stated previously, I feel that security is 
not an issue when buying or selling on one of these auction 
sites. I have paid by credit card without incident I have no 
fear of being infected by a virus while interacting on the 
various web sites. But still you should be cautious if you 
receive any unsolicited email messages, particularly if they 
contain links to other sites. The Internet opens a world of 
coin collecting possibilities. Enjoy them! 


Whenever the less than u <“ and greater than “>“ charac¬ 
ters are shown, they are intended to be delimiters and 
should be treated like quotation marks and not typed in 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


April 30, 2000, New Bedford, MA 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club show held ar the V F.W 
Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford, MA. 
Contact: Dennis Lewis (508) 378-9801 
Future show dates: July 30 & October 29 

W TO LIST S'ENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING 
ISSUES OE NENA NEWS. SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A 
TELEPHONE NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BON 1314. 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


( lub Meeting Times and Places 


Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7PM 

Boston Numismatic Society, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street. Newton Flighlands, MA Meetings second Tuesda\. Sept 

- June, 8PM For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, East Flartford Public Library. 
840 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P M. For information: (203) 529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8PM For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England. Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street. Newton Highlands. MA Meetings all at 800 P M the 
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first Monday, Oct - June, 8 P M except September the second 
Monday of the month For information: (978) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club. Ballard Hill Community Center, Corner 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday. 7 P M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home. 290 
U S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain. 89 Vamcv 
Mill Rd.. Windham. ME. 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V F W . 
Park Street. New Bedford, MA Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays. 7 PM For information, John Izidoro. P O Box 2991. 
New Bedford. MA 02741 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library. Rt 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT Meetings fourth 
Monday. Sept through April (except December) 7:30 P M 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (203) 429-6970 (6 -9 PM.) 

Nashua Coin Club. Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main 
Street. Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday. 7 P.M except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Meeting room at REAR. 333 
Valley Road, Middletown. R I Meetings the second Tuesday of 
the month. 8:00PM. For information: Carlton Johnson, 

P-O. Box 3, Newport, R I. 02840 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round. 7:30 P M For information David 
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Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 


Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday. 
September - June, 7:30 PM (Doors open at 6:30 PM) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street, West Springfield. MA. Meetings second Sunday. 
September - June, 7 P M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendalc People's 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CUJB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS SEND TO WILLIAM T. JONES, T O. BOX 1314. 
BOSTON. MA 02117-1314. 


NENA Classified Ads 

Trade/Buy/Sell: Need Mass, medals, tokens, wooden 
nickels. Have some Mass, cup plates, medals, tokens, 
woods Also have some NENA medals, collectors plates 
and the 115 issue Royal International FDC/Gold Stamp 
collection Gerard J. Braithwaite, 138 Lakeview Ave , 
Falmouth, MA 02540-2832 (1) 

FOR SALE: 7 different Chinese banknotes (1930’s & 40’s). 
$ 10.00/set. 4 different Hong Kong & Macau colony coins 
(1950’s and 70’s) $12.00/sct. (Postage included) Chris Chany, 
170 Fayette Street, Wollaston, MA 02170. (2) 
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WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons 1 need many of the older pieces. Please write first Alvan 
Jones, P 0. Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745 (2) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc 
1 would be interested in buying any items Bertram Cohen. 169 
Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754 (1) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life 
Member #2060. (2) 

Wanted: 10 K Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1873 BNS 
medals, Boston real photo post cards and adv covers 
Kevin E. McKelvey PO Box 1061 Jackson, NJ 08527, 
FAX (732) 833-9096 (Life Member 4097) (2) 

For Sale 19th Century Springfield, MA Baseball Medals 
call, write or Email for availability. William T. Jones, 
Numismatist. P O Box 1314 Boston, MA 02117 (617) 341 - 
2514, Email: billjones@mediaone.net NENA Life Member 
#2060. (1) 

For Sale: Rolls of Uncirculated cents. One of each except where 
noted 1955-D (2 rolls) 1959-D, 1960-D, 1968, 1968-D. 1969- 
D, 1971-S (4 rolls), 1971-D (5 rolls), 1973-S. 1973 All for $95 
or best offer + S&H D.R. Dietz, 35 Pleasant St, Hyannis, MA 
02601. (508) 771-6206. Life member (2) 
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Desperately Wanted: US Colonial, especially rare Connecticut 
and NJ's. and rare Redbook types Also pro-1835 US gold Coin 
Rarities, PMB 356, 994 No. Colony Road, Wallingford, CT 
06492, 1-800 COINS-99. vvAvw.earlycoins.com (1) 


NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfdled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless 1 receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name __ Date_ 

Please Print 


Mailing A ddres s _____ 

City/Town _ State _ ZIP 

Numismatic Interests ___ 


ANA Number _ Other Affiliations_ 

Applicant’s Signature _ 


FOR NENA 
USE ONLY 


Dues per calendar year: 

2 5 10.00 Regular Membership 

□ SI 00.00 Regular Life Membership 

□ $ 5.00 Junior Membership (under IS) 

Date of Birth _ 

I $10.00 Club Membership 
100.00 Club Life Membership 

SENA News, A quarterly publication of the 


Complete form and send with check j NL_ 

Payable to NENA to: \ DA_ 

NENA | mc_ 

P.O. Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

Sew England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 




















An Unsurpassed Record of 

Auction Success 

We invite you to become a part of our spec¬ 
tacular upcoming auction season! When it 
comes time to sell, you deserve the best— 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Whether your collection is worth several thou¬ 
sand dollars or millions of dollars, we can 
realize for you the highest possible market price 
What other auction houses claim to do, Auctions 
by Bowers and Merena has already done—and has 
the records to prove it. 

We have handled more valuable collections and 
have set more auction price records than has any 
other firm. Our fabulous sales have included: 

♦ The S44.9 million Eliasberg Collection 

♦ The $25 million Garrett Collection 

♦ The $20 million Norweb Collection 

♦ Our ongoing sales of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection 
We hold six of the top 10 world record prices for U.S. 
coins sold at auction (including all three coins that crossed 
the $ 1 million mark). 

When you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the 
most successful rare coin auction firm in American numismatic- 
history! Let our record of success be your record of success, too. 

Call John Pack (Auction Director) or Q. David Bowers (Chairman of 
the Board) today (1-800-458-4646) to include your coins, sets, or impor¬ 
tant individual pieces in our magnificent auction program. Just by picking up 
the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 ♦ Wolfeboro, NH 03894 ♦ 8004584646 ♦ In NH: 569-5095 ♦ Fax: (603) 569-5319 d 
www.bowersandmerena.com ♦ e-mail: auction@bowersandmerena.com - 









THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

presents its 

56 th Conference and Annual Meeting 

at the Auburn Public Library, Auburn, MA 

(Exit 10 off the Mass. Pike, then 2-mi. east on Rte 12) 

Saturday, May 20, 2000 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

09:30- 10:00 Exhibit* setup 

10:00- 10:30 Gathering (light refreshment) 

10:30- 11:00 Educational Presentation (Topic TBA) 

11:00- 11:30 Entertainment: Peter Jones, Magician 
11:30- 12:45 Annual Meeting: 

Election of officers 
NENA Goals/Purposes Discussion 
NENA Web Site Possibilities Discussion 
Bylaws revision proposal discussion and vote 
12:45 - 1:00 Exhibit awards, door prize, medal** distribution 

* Contact George Bilodeau, Jr., Exhibits Chair (bilodeag@ummhc.org) or 
860-935-9134 if you’d like to compete for Elliott Goldberg Best of Show 
Award. Exhibits may be in any category. Space limited - 12 exhibits only. 

** The 56* Conference Souvenir medal/token will be given to attendees only . 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the past 35 years we have been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory , we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis. Visit us at www.northeastcoin.com. We update daily! 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material It does not need to be certified Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn't it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today. Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



NORTHEAST 

^NUMISMATICS 

' INC. RARE COINS PERSONAL SERVICE 


10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1-800-449-2646 

978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: nencoin(a)aol.com 

Visit us on the Web at www.notheastcoin.com 


Thomas 
Caldwell 
ANA LM 
#1318 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Bob Hewey 

Thank you for re-electing me your president for a full term 
With the addition of some new blood on the board (Bill 
Stone, Vice President and Frank Hoerzer, Director at 
Large) to supplement a very strong core of returning 
officers and directors, I think we can have an excellent and 
productive year ahead of us. 

Some significant changes to our bylaws were approved by 
the NENA membership at this year’s annual meeting: 

• The purpose statement “to conduct or supervise sales 
and exchanges of coins...” was dropped as not being a 
primary goal but rather an offshoot of our other goals 

• Membership categories were refined and the age for 
junior membership defined as less than eighteen years 

• Voting at board meetings will be limited to officers and 
directors elected by the NENA membership Those 
holding appointed positions only will no longer have 
the right to vote at board meetings (though they cer¬ 
tainly will be able to attend board meeting and make 
their opinions known prior to board actions). 

• The terms of officers/directors were clarified, both in 
duration and timing of election. 

• A quorum was established for Board meetings consist¬ 
ing of at least one officer, one Director-at-Large and 
one State Director. 

• The annual meeting and convention will no longer be 
restricted to certain times of the year. The time and 
place will be strictly at the Board’s discretion 
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A few other minor changes were also incorporated A copy 
of the bylaws is enclosed with this issue of NENA News. 
Take a look at it and let me know if you have any questions 
or ideas for further improvements. 

Bill Jones, our NENA News editor, also agreed to work 
with a volunteer to establish a NENA web site. Stay tuned! 

The NENA Board will now begin a concentrated effort to 
make our Annual Meeting and Convention at the March 
2001 Bay State Show one of our best ever. Start planning 
now for your exhibits. Please send us your ideas for 
educational presentations you’d like to see. 

In closing. I’d like to thank those who helped make our 56 th 
Annual Meeting and Convention a success: 

• Bob Fritsch for his educational slide show on his 
participation in New Hampshire governor’s Commem¬ 
orative Coin Committee 

• Peter Jones for his very entertaining Magic Show 

• Bill Stone for his challenging numismatic quiz 

• Jack Kiley for his help with the refreshments and other 
logistical support 

• Jack Haroian for arranging the meeting location 

• George Bilodeau for arranging for the exhibits 

• Jan Dyroff for pulling together a slate of officers 

• All those attending - Thanks! 
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NENA Board Meeting Minutes 
April 1, 2000 

Meeting was called to order at 10:01 AM at the Auburn 
Public Library, Auburn, Massachusetts Seven members 
and 1 guest were present. Secretary's minutes were ap¬ 
proved as read. The Treasurer’s report was amended to 
reflect that $51.36 had been spent to purchase mailing 
envelopes for the NENA news. Bob Anderson gave a 
membership report and some discussion followed It was 
agreed that the next board meeting will be held on June 24" 
2000 from 10 to 12 noon at the Auburn Public Library. 

Bob Hewey gave review of proposed bylaw changes 
and amendments. Liability insurance was discussed and 
Bob Hewey will investigate the aspects of that coverage. 
Bill Stone was recommended as a candidate for director at 
large Plans for the 56th convention and annual meeting for 
May 20th were discussed. 

Bob Hewey moved that the club accept an offer from 
Ernie Botte to create a NENA Web site on space that the 
ANA provides to member clubs. His motion was passed It 
was agreed that Bob Hewey will ask Jan Dyroff to head the 
nominating committee for the new slate of new officers. 

After a motion was passed to extend the meeting for 10 
minutes, the board voted on whether or not to hold next 
year’s NENA convention in conjunction with Ed Aleo’s 
Bay State coin show in the spring of 2001. The board 
approved the motion by a vote of 5 to 1 with the President 
abstaining. The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

George A. Bilodeau, Jr 
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Minutes for the NENA Annual Meeting 

May 20, 2000 

The NENA Annual meeting was called to order at 
11:30 AM on Saturday May 20, 2000 at Auburn Public 
Library. There were 14 members and guests present. Jan 
Dyroff read a slate of officers, which included the nominees 
and the incumbent officeholders: 

Officers 

President - Bill Hewey 
Vice President - Bill Stone 

Directors 

Jay Bailey 
Joseph Duval 
Jack Haroian 
Keith Jennings 
John Kiley 

State Directors 

Massachusetts - Jan M. Dyroff 
Vermont - Russell Easterbrooks 

Incumbent Officer 

Treasurer - Robert S Anderson 

State Directors 

New Hampshire - Robert F. Fritsch 
Rhode Island - Richard Lavimodiere 

The topics discussed included: 
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• The goals and direction of NEN A. 

• The plans for holding next year’s convention in con¬ 
junction with Ed Aleo’s Boston 
Show in the spring 

• The development of a Web Site for NEN A using space 
that the ANA provides to member clubs. Web Master 
Ernie Botte has volunteered to put the site together and 
maintain it Bill Jones agreed to coordinate the develop¬ 
ment of the site with Mr. Botte and provide club 
content for the Web page 

• Jack Kiley will provide an inventory of NENA's assets 
including books and medals. 

• We discussed the Medals Coordinator position and the 
need to fill it. 

• We discussed changes to the bylaws Bill Stone made 
motion to accept the amendments and Bill Jones sec¬ 
onded Mr Stone’s motion. The amendments were 
approved with one abstention. (Please that a summary 
of the amendments has been provided in the President's 
Comments column.) 

Following the business meeting Peter Jones gave an 
amazing and most entertaining magic show. 

This was following by the presentation of awards 
Frank Hoerzer won the Elliott Goldberg award for the best 
exhibit Special thanks to Bill Hewey, Frank Floerzer and 
Jack Kiley for exhibiting at this year’s annual meeting. Bill 
Jones won the quiz award and Ed Aleo won the attendance- 
prize 

At the conclusion of the meeting each member in 
attendance was given a couterstamped Massachusetts state 
quarter A picture of one of these quarters appears at the 


bottom of this page. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 PM 
Respectfully submitted, 

George A. Bilodeau, Jr. 

Just a note. 

While cutting back on my NENA activities , I do hope to 
run a love token society meeting at future NENA shows, 
and will try to be of assistance if help is needed to man any 
tables at the show. 

Best regards and it has been a pleasure working with you 
folks. 


George 



NENA 2000 counterstamped Massachusetts state quarter. 
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POLITICAL HARD TIMES TOKENS - 

MORE FUN LESS MONEY 


Peter Jones ANA 126469 

Hard Times tokens are privately issued mostly copper 
large cent sized tokens that were produced from 1833 to 
1844. To me this was to a fascinating period of US 
history because: 

• The political parties were just sorting themselves out. 

• It was the adolescence of America - the Jacksonian 
period before the civil war. 

• The US banking and financial system was growing 
up 

• And it shows you how a correctly set banking and 
financial system is so important and how unwise 
fiddling can cause depressions. 

In addition to the fact that I’m interested in this period of 
U S. history, I also collect Political Hard Times tokens 
because 

• They are a diverse but short type set, which are far 
more interesting to me than large cents. 

• Since they are the size of large cents, they are big 
enough to see (unlike half-dimes, small cents, etc. 
that are like collecting microscope slides!). 

• They are rare but inexpensive because they are not 
marketed and are little sought after. 

If you would like to collect this series, here are a few 
suggestions. 

As with any series you need to get the standard refer- 
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ences, get acquainted with the coins (in this case tokens), 
check the prices, and decide which tokens you want to 
collect and how much you are willing to pay for them 

The first standard reference was Lyman H. Low’s 1899 Hard 
Times Tokens which included 183 types. To this day Hard 
Times Tokens (HTT) are still cataloged by their Low num¬ 
bers. Russell Rulau reorganized Low’s work, applied about 
500 new numbers, included a pricing guide and a lot of 
important history that explained the historical significance of 
a lot of the inscriptions, legends and devices. His 1996 sixth 
edition (the last to be issued as a separate volume) may be 
obtained from Krause publications. His eighth edition is 
contained in the Third Edition of the Standard Catalog of 
United States Tokens 1700-1900 (also from Krause). In 
addition, the Red Book includes illustrations and values of 
30 different HTT. 

HTT may be classified broadly into political tokens and store 
cards. Rulau classifies tokens into: 

1 Pieces referring to the Bank of the United States and the 
controversy surrounding it. 

I Pieces with political and satirical slogans and images. 

I Pieces which closely resemble large US cents. 

1 Store cards or advertising pieces 
1 Die mulings (unusual obverse and reverse die combina¬ 
tions. 

I do not collect the non-political store cards and prefer the 
following classifications: 

A. Heads, which are included in 1 or 2 above but that have 
a recognizable politician of a politician on the token 



A. Ideological - the other tokens included in 1 and 2 
above. 

A Evasion pieces - tokens covered in #2 above that 
resemble U.S. large cents. 

Die mulings are included in the above in whichever class 
seems to fit most closely. 

Using this classification, the following list of 25 tokens 
forms a type set of political HTT: 


Classification Estimated Price 


HEAD 

Low # 

HTT# : : 

VG 

vr 

| EF 

Jackson 

1-5 

f§ 

$40 

$ m 

| $275 

.lacksnn * running hoar 

8-11 

9-B 

3.50 

12 

j 30 

| J ackson - plain system 

12 

25 

5 

15 

1 70 

11 ackson -1 take the 
responsibility 

44,51- j 

53 

nm 

6 

10 

j 30 

William Seward 

13-15 

26*29 

45 

150 

j 300 

Verpianek 

16 

w 

45 

125 

| 250 

Martin Van Btiren 

56-57 

75-78 

40 

75 

1 150 

| Henry Clay 

192 

7$ 

10 

30 

[ 120 

W. H. Harrison 

unlisted 

mentioned 

20 

40 

75 

IDEOLOGICAL- HI 
POLITICAL ... 


:; Sllll 




Whig Victory 

6-7 

14-15 

135 

350 

500 

*Atn 1 not a woman?” 

54 

81 

30 

45 

| 80 

"Am 1 not a brother?’” 
(English token) 

Unlisted 

mraponca 

10 

20 

60 

Beebhe 

194 

83 

25 

70 

1 100 
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Classification 


Estimated Price 



Thus a complete type set can be bought for about $550 in 
VG, $1400 in VF, and $2800 in EF. Even in EF if the 5 
most expensive tokens are bought in lower grades a type 
collection would only cost $1700. The chase will probable 
keep you entertained for at least a couple of years. The 
investment will be a sleeper, a non-hyped series that one 
day could take off. 
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It is impossible to review here the stories behind every HTT 
because there are so many of them. But a few stories may 
whet the reader’s appetite for political HTT 

Low 51, I take the responsibility/ The constitution as I 

understand it 


This is an example of a political head token portraying 
Jackson emerging from a money chest holding both a 
sword and a money bag. This expressed contemporary 
fears that it was dangerous that the executive could control 
both the army and the treasury. 

Contemporary cartoonists liked to portray Jackson in full 
military regalia or dressed as a king with crown and flowing 
ermine robes. (Interestingly the Whig party was named 
after the British anti-royal party because Jackson was too 
autocratic and behaving like a king.) On the one hand 
Jackson was obstinate and autocratic, and his followers 
were constantly carping on about how he won the battle of 
New Orleans On the other hand he was somewhat clumsy 
in speech and poorly educated. Cartoonists portrayed him 
as a Jackass not Jackson. He married Rachel Robards 
before she was divorced, and had to remarry her after her 
divorce decree - the equivalent in those times of the Monica 
Lewinsky affair! He even killed several people in duels 
defending her name! 

With this background it is easy to see why, when Harvard 
gave him an honorary LL.D , he was portrayed as a 
Jackass with an LL.D on its side 
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“I take the responsibility” is what Jackson said when he put 
the Bank of the United States funds into 25 pet state banks 
"The Constitution as I understand it” was his explanation of 
why he took the anti-federalist stance of putting the money 
into State banks. Roman firmness was a jibe of the day to 
describe him. The word VETO below the Jackass referred 
to his veto of the third bank of the United States. Clinton 
was certainly not the first president who liked to use the 
power of veto! 

Low 18 Executive experiment /1 follow in the footsteps 

This is an ideological token without a head The ‘executive 
experiment’ was Van Buren’s sub-treasury idea using a 
fiscal agent. The tortoise carrying the safe meant the 
democrats could never get the Bill through congress On 
the reverse is a line from van Buren’s inaugural speech 
when he said “I follow in the steps of my illustrious 
predecessor.” Contemporary cartoons showed van Buren 
behind a Jackass stepping in its hoofprints! 

Low55 Loco Foco / Mint Drop 

In 1835 in New York a Democratic convention was held 
Opponents planned to scuttle the convention by extinguish¬ 
ing all the gas lights. But the Democrats got wind of this 
and came armed with matches The name of the matches 
was Loco-foco (‘place of fire’). For a while after, the 
Democrats were called ‘Loco-focos”. 

The ‘Mint Drop’ drop reverse has nothing to do with 


15 




peppermint, but with the US Mint. It meant hard currency 
Benton was a southern pro-hard-currency senator who 
talked about the virtues of hard currency so much they used 
to call him ‘Old Bullion”! 

If this has whetted your appetite for a diverse, historical, 
good-story-behind-each-piece series, get Rulau’s book, and 
next time you go to your favorite dealer or to a show you 
will spend less money and get more fun. Enjoy it! 


Photographs of Hard Times Token 
Classifications 



“Head - Jackson” 

Left: Andrew Jackson in toga - Low 4, HTT 6 
Right: Andrew Jackson in coat - Low 3, HTT 5 
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“Head - Jackson” 

“I take the responsibility’ / 

Jack Ass with ‘LLD” - Low 51, HTT 70 


“Ideological - Political” 

“Whig Victory” - Low 7, HTT 15 
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“Ideological - Banking” 

“Executive Experiment”, Low 19, HTT 33 



“Ideological - Banking” 

“Webster - Van Buren” - Low 64, HTT 22 
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“Evasion” 

“Loco Foco / Mint Drop” - Low 55, HTT 63 



“Evasion” 

“Phoenix / May 10th” - Low 47, HTT 66 


19 
















COIN SHOW NEWS 


July 30, 2000, New Bedford, MA 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club show held ar the V.F.W 
Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford, MA 
Contact: Dennis Lewis (508) 378-9801 
Future show date: October 29 

TO LIST S’ENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMINO 
ISSUES OF NENA NEWS . SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH ,1 
TELEPHONE NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, PO. BOX 1314. 
BOSTON. MA 02117-1314. 


Club Meeting Times and Places 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center. 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday. 7PM 

Boston Numismatic Society. Woman s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, East Hartford Public Library. 
840 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108 Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (860) 568-6601 

Collectors Club of Boston. Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 P.M the 
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first Monday. Oct - June, 8PM except September the second 
Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club. Ballard Hill Community Center. Corner 
Pleasant and Mam Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday. 7 PM. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U S Route 1. Scarborough. ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney 
Mill Rd .. Windham. ME, 04062. (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays. 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P O. Box 2991, 
New Bedford. MA 02741 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library , Rt. 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday. Sept through April (except December) 7:30 P M. 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December For information, call (860) 429-6970 (6 - 9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P M except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Meeting room at REAR, 333 
Valley Road, Middletown, R.I. Meetings the second Tuesday of 
the month. 8:00PM For information: Carlton Johnson, 

P.0 Box 3, Newport, R.I. 02840 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M For information: David 
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Barbone, (860) 599-1571 


Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge. MA. Meetings first Friday. 
September - June, 7:30 P M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M ) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street. West Springfield. MA. Meetings second Sunday. 
September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People's 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS, SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314. 
BOSTON. MA 02117-1314. 


NENA Classified Ads 

Trade/Buy/Sell: Need Mass, medals, tokens, wooden 
nickels Have some Mass, cup plates, medals, tokens, 
woods Also have some NENA medals, collectors plates 
and the 115 issue Royal International FDC/Gold Stamp 
collection. Gerard J. Braithwaite, 138 Lakeview Ave, 
Falmouth, MA 02540-2832 (2) 

FOR SALE: 7 different Chinese banknotes (1930's & 40's) 
$ 10.00/set. 4 different Hong Kong & Macau colony coins 
(1950's and 70’s) $12.00/set. (Postage included) Chris Chany, 
170 Fayette Street, Wollaston, MA 02170. (2) 
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WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first. Alvan 
Jones, P O. Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745 (2) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 

I would be interested in buying any items Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754 (2) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life 
Member #2060. (2) 

Wanted: 10 K Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1873 BNS 
medals, Boston real photo post cards and adv. covers 
Kevin E. McKelvey P O. Box 1061 Jackson, NJ 08527, 
FAX (732) 833-9096 (Life Member 4097) (2) 

For Sale 19th Century Springfield, MA Baseball Medals 
call, write or Email for availability. William T. Jones, 
Numismatist, P.0 Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117. (617) 341- 
2514, Email: billjones@mediaone.net NENA Life Member 

#2060. (1) 

For Sale: Rolls of Uncirculated cents One of each except where 
noted. 1955-D (2 rolls) 1959-D, 1960-D, 1968, 1968-D. 1969- 
D, 1971-S (4 rolls), 1971-D (5 rolls), 1973-S, 1973. All for $95 
or best offer + S&H. D.R. Dietz, 35 Pleasant St., Hyannis, MA 
02601, (508) 771-6206. Life member (2) 
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Desperately Wanted: US Colonial, especially rare Connecticut 
and NJ's. and rare Redbook types. Also pre-1835 US gold Coin 
Rarities, PMB 356, 994 No Colony Road, Wallingford. CT 
06492. 1-800 COfNS-99. www carlycoins.com (2) 


NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
P.O. Box 920586 
Needham, MA 02492-0007 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, INC 

Membership Application 



Name_ 


_ _ Date 

Please Print 


Mailing Address_ ___ 

City/Town _ State _ ZIP _ 

Numismatic Interests ___ 

ANA Number _ Other Affiliations _____ 

Applicant’s Signature __ 

Dues per calendar year: 

□ 5 10.00 Regular Membership Complete form and send with check 

□ SI00.00 Regular Life Membership Payable to NENA to: 

□ 5 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) NENA 

Date of Birth _ P O. Box 920586 

□ S 10.00 Club Membership Needham, MA 02492-0007 

$100.00 Club Life Membership 

SENA Sews, A quarterly publication of the Sew England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 














An Unsurpassed Record of 

Auction Success 

We invite you to become a part of our spec¬ 
tacular upcoming auction season! When it 
comes time to sell, you deserve the best— 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. j 
Whether your collection is worth several thou¬ 
sand dollars or millions of dollars, we can 
realize for you the highest possible market price! 

What other auction houses claim to do, Auctions 
by Bowers and Merena has already done—and has 
the records to prove it. 

We have handled more valuable collections and 
have set more auction price "records than has any 
other firm. Our fabulous sales have included: 

♦ The $44.9 million Eliasberg Collection 

♦ The $25 million Garrett Collection 

♦ The $20 million Norweb Collection 

♦ Our ongoing sales of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection 
We hold six of the top 10 world record prices for U.S. 
coins sold at auction (including all three coins that crossed 
the $ 1 million mark). 

When you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the 
most successful rare coin auction firm in American numismatic 
history! Let our record of success be your record of success, too. 

Call John Pack (Auction Director) or Q. David Bowers (Chairman of 
the Board) today (l-<S()0-458-4646) to include your coins, sets, or impor¬ 
tant individual pieces in our magnificent auction program. Just by picking up 
the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 ♦ Wolfcboro, N'H 0)894 ♦ 8004584646 ♦ In NH: 569-5095 ♦ Fax: (603) 569-5319 4 



www.bowersandmerena.ee 


e-mail: aucnon@bowersandmerena.cc 










The New England 
Numismatic Association 

presents its 

57th Conference and Annual Meeting 

To be held in conjunction with the 
Spring 2001 Bay State Coin Show 

at the 

At Radisson Hotel (“57” Park Plaza) 

200 Stuart St., Park Square, Boston 


Watch for more details in future issues of the 
NENA News, Coin World, Numismatic News 
and Other Numismatic publications. 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the past 35 years we have been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis. Visit us at www.northeastcoin.com We update daily! 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write 
us today. Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



NORTHEAST 

^NUMISMATICS 

( iyINC. RARE COINS PERSONAL SERVICE 


10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1-800-449-2646 

978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: nencoin@aol.com 

Visit us on the Web at www.notheastcoin.com 


Thomas 
Caldwell 
ANA LM 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Bob Hewey 

Attention. Authors and would-be authors - NENA 
News needs YOU! One of our prime membership bene¬ 
fits is the sharing of information via NENA News. How¬ 
ever, articles do not write themselves. That’s where you 
come in. Do you have an unusual approach to collecting 
or collect something out of the ordinary? Did you make 
an interesting discovery in a dealer’s junk box? Have you 
investigated a particular area of numismatics of interest to 
you? Would you be interested in writing a guest editorial 
about a topic of concern to you? You don’t have to be a 
great writer to share your stories with the rest of the 
NENA membership, only a willingness to put your 
thoughts on paper and send them to our editor, Bill Jones. 

In addition to the thrill of seeing your name in 
print in NENA News, you might also see it in Coin 
World, since they frequently mention articles and even 
quote them from time to time. (NOTE: some authors 
have expressed concern about their names being publi¬ 
cized nationally - if you share that concern, please so note 
on your submission so we can include a request that any 
quotes NOT identify the author.) 

As it is now, we are scraping from one issue to the 
next to get something to publish. Let’s get those creative 
juices flowing and have too many articles to fit in the next 
issue! Then we’ll have a head start on the following one 
Send your manuscripts to. 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 or email them to him at billjones@mediaone net. 
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Minutes from the NENA Board Meeting 
June 24, 2000 

President Hewey called the meeting to order at 
10:15AM at the Auburn Public Library. The only mem¬ 
bers present were: R. Hewey, W. Stone, J. Kiley and J. 
Duval. 

Minutes of the previous secession and the Treasure’s 
report were accepted as read. 

President Hewey requested that the minutes be sent 
to the board members prior to the next meeting for re¬ 
view. President Hewey also noted the need for a budget 
to get a handle on expenses and income. The Board dis¬ 
cussed the uses of the President’s Fund (used for YN 
programs/food). J Kiley asked about adding $100 to this 
fund and getting a CD @ 6%. The Board further dis¬ 
cussed adding other funds to this account and getting a 
larger CD that could get higher interest. 

The NENA counter stamped Massachusetts state 
quarters were presented at the Annual meeting to those 
present. A total of 50 quarters were stamped, and (in ad¬ 
dition) ONE Sacagawea Dollar was counter stamped 

President Hewey discussed the upcoming Bay State 
show in Boston (March 22 to 25, 2001) and the rental 
rates for tables: 4’ @ $195, 6’ @ $295 and 8’ @ $345 
with no discounts for NENA dealers. NENA will re¬ 
ceive a stipend of $500 from Ed Aleo plus two rooms 
for our use and two tables in the bourse room for NENA 
recruitment and a “What’s It?” table R Hewey con¬ 
firmed that Tom Caldwell of Northeast Numismatics 
Inc. had donated a $20 gold piece for the NENA raffle. 

R. Anderson indicated that the cost of advertising for 
a full page in the NENA News was $50 per quarter and 
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$200 per year. 

President Hewey presented bill for reimbursement includ¬ 
ing the cost for the by-laws revision, which were accepted. A 
motion to pay the bills was made and passed. 

Insurance for Directors and Officers was submitted for 
quotes The current estimate was for $1,100 per year, and R. 
Hewey was asked to pursue other quotes. 

President Hewey asked for inventories of all NENA assets 
and their condition. These include cases, lamps, metals, books 
and other items. Currently Arthur Fitts (Ins. Co.) is storing the 
NENA display cases (estimated 16 cases) and J. Kiley has 
some extension cords. B. Anderson has approximately 12 
lamps. We discussed a need for written agreements (signed 
and dated) for all stored items as well as some marking of 
these with a NENA identification mark. We also discussed the 
need for a permanent site for the NENA lending library and 
for procedures for lending the books. 

The Board discussed the need for press releases and distri¬ 
bution of Club information to various publications, including 
Coin World, Numismatic News and others. These press re¬ 
leases would include information such as meeting dates, elec¬ 
tion of officers and our association with the Bay State Coin 
Shows. 

Bill Jones is looking for a welcome message for use on 
our Internet Web page that will be on the ANA domain Bob 
Hewey with submit that. 

We received a correspondence from Tom Denley concern¬ 
ing his opinion of holding the NENA meeting in conjunction 
with the Bay State Coin show 

Respectively Submitted 
William Stone 
VP and Secretary 
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Stars and States 
By Bill Jones 


Almost every elementary school child can tell you that 
there are 50 states in our union and 50 stars on our flag. 
Fewer people know that there are 50 stars on the reverse 
of the Kennedy half-dollar. Currently the Kennedy half 
dollar is the only currently made for circulation coin that 
bears a symbol for the current number states in our union, 
but there have been many others in the past. 



The fractional denominations of the Third Issue of 
Continental Currency featured a continuous chain of 
13 links, one for each of the colonies. 


The first of these was issued before there was a 
United States of America. On February 17, 1776 the 
Continental Congress authorized the third series of Conti¬ 
nental currency to finance the Revolutionary War. For 
the first time this issue included notes in fractional parts 
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of a dollar. Within this group were such curious denomi¬ 
nations as one sixth of a dollar, one third of a dollar and 
two-thirds of a dollar. The front of these notes featured a 
sun, a sundial and the phrase, “Mind your business.” This 
phrase, which was one of Benjamin Franklin’s nostrums, 
had a different meaning from what it is today. The mes¬ 
sage was, “Work hard and concentrate on your work or 
business ” The back of the note featured a continuous 
chain of 13 links, one for each of the colonies that were 
in rebellion. The name of a colony was printed within 
each link, and the chain encircled the words, “American 
Congress” and “We are one.” 

Later in the year much of that same design appeared 
on the Continental Dollar coin. This unusual piece, which 
has a claim as our first national coinage, was to have 
been made from silver promised to us by our French al¬ 
lies. Unfortunately the French never delivered the silver, 
and all but a few of the coins were struck in brass or pew¬ 
ter. The obverse featured a sun, a sundial, the phrase, 
“Mind your business,” and the Latin word “Fugio”, 
which means, “I fly.” The added meaning was, “Time 
flies, use it wisely.” The reverse featured the same con¬ 
tinuous chain of colonial names and legends that called 
for national unity. 

The Confederation Period 

Following the Revolutionary War the United States’ 
monetary system was in a shambles. Each state had its 
own system of money, most of it paper, which did not 
hold its value. There were also large quantities of copper 
coins in circulation. Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, and the Republic of Vermont, which was not a 
state at that time, authorized their own copper coinages. 


There were a few genuine coins from foreign countries, 
most notably Great Britain in circulation, but most of the 
“British” coins were counterfeits. Nearly all these pieces 
were lightweight (e g. they could not legitimately pass as 
one hundredth of a Spanish silver dollar), and before the 
end of the 1780s, the economy was flooded with coppers. 
As a result their value plummeted. 

In 1782 Gouverneur Morris proposed a national coin¬ 
age that incorporated the decimal system for the first time. 
Morris’ designs, which are known as the Nova Constella- 



The Nova Constellatio coppers featured a bold “U.S. ” on 
the obverse and sun burst of 13 stars and rays with an 
all-seeing eye on the reverse. The design would inspire 
the reverse of the Vermont coppers, (shown on the next 
page.) 

tio patterns, featured an all-seeing eye in the center that 
was surrounded by rays and 13 stars, one for each state. 
The Latin phrase, Nova Constellatio (a new constellation 
of stars) appeared around the edge. Unfortunately Morris’ 
Nova Constellatio pattern coinage never got off the 
ground. The fledging United States, which then under a 
very weak framework of government called the Articles of 
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Confederation, did not have the means to implement his 
proposal Starting in 1783 Morris issued a series of Nova 
Constellatio coppers as a personal business venture. Mor¬ 
ris’ private coinage, which bore a very similar design to 
his Nova Constellatio pattern pieces, was widely accepted 
in the United State and inspired at least one imitator. 

The Republic of Vermont, which was not one of the 
13 original states, authorized its own copper coinage in 



The earliest Vermont coppers featured a charming rural 
scene on the obverse with a hill, trees, a plough and a 
rising sun. The reverse, which was inspired by the Nova 
Constellatio coppers had the legend, “Stella Quarta 
Decima , ” “star fourteen, ” which was call for Vermont 
statehood. 

1785. The early Vermont coppers featured a landscape on 
the obverse with sun rising over a valley and a plow in the 
foreground The reverse, which was inspired by the Nova 
Constellatio coppers, had an interesting political twist. Al¬ 
though the center featured the same all-seeing eye, rays 
and 13 stars, the phrase, “Nova Constellatio,” was re¬ 
placed by, “Stella quarta decima,” which translated into, 
“The fourteenth star.” The intent was to lobby for the ad- 
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mission of Vermont as the fourteenth state in the union, 
which became a reality on March 4, 1791. 

The ratification of the Constitution 1787 forever 
changed the legal source for our coins and currency The 
Constitution forbid the states from issuing their own 
money and required the federal government to provide a 
national monetary system. In practice tokens, foreign 
coins, postage stamps and private script, including bank 
notes, would circulate in the United States until after the 
Civil War because of shortages of official government 
currency. The Spanish dollar would also have legal tender 
status in the United States until 1857. 

The Fugio Cent 

The Fugio Cent, which was issued in 1787, was the 
first attempt by the federal government to issue a national 
coinage. Since the government did not have the funds to 
open its own mint, a private company under an official U. 
S. government sanction produced these fust coins. James 
Jarvis of New Haven, Connecticut won that contract by 
paying a bribe to the sectary of the treasury Later he 
would find that he did not have the capital to meet his ob¬ 
ligations, which forced him to renege on his contract. 

The Fugio Cent bore a design that was quite similar to 
the Continental dollar and some of the fractional denomi¬ 
nations of Continental currency that had preceded it. The 
obverse featured a sun, a sundial, the date, 1787, the Latin 
word “Fugio”, which means, “I fly,” and the phrase, 
“Mind your business.” The reverse featured a continuous 
chain of 13 links (one for each state) that surrounded the 
words, “United States” and “We are one.” Unlike the ear¬ 
lier issues that names of the states were not written on the 
chain links, although a pattern Fugio Cent variety is 
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The Fugio Cent was the first coin to be authorized by 
the United States Congress. The government authorized 
a private contractor, James Jarvis, to strike these coins. 
The design was a less ornate version of the symbolism 
that had appeared on the Continental Currency and the 
Continental Dollar. 

known with that detail. 

Following Jarvis’ financial failure and his default of 
his contract, the federal government took possession of an 
estimated 400,000 cents that his company had produced. 
Upon examination it was found that the cents were too 
light. One hundred Fugio Cents did not contain copper 
equal in value to one Spanish silver dollar. This prompted 
the government to dispose of the coins to the highest bid¬ 
der After that person defaulted on his contract and landed 
in debtors’ prison, the coins were placed in circulation at 
whatever the market would bear. 

The Coinage Act of 1792 

After the Fugio Cent debacle, United States monetary 
policy drifted for several years. Finally in 1792 Congress 
passed a coinage act that established the framework for 
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The 1793 Chain Cent was the first regular production 
coin produced at the first U.S. mint that was located in 
Philadelphia. Although the chain design had previously 
been used as a symbol for national unity, the newspapers 
at the time complained that chains looked like a symbol 
of slavery. The design was discontinued after only a 
month of production. 

our modern monetary system. The act authorized in a fed¬ 
eral mint in the capital city of the United States and estab¬ 
lished standards for each of the ten denominations of coins 
that were to be issued. 

The first coin that was issued officially from the 
United States mint was the 1793 Chain Cent. The primi¬ 
tive appearance of this piece reflected the fact that it was 
the product of mint employees who were learning their 
trade. It featured a strange representation of Ms. Liberty 
on the obverse and a continuous chain of 15 links on the 
reverse. By this time Vermont and Kentucky had joined 
the original 13 states, which accounted for the two addi¬ 
tional links. Although the concept of a chain to symbolize 
the union of states had been used since 1776, the newspa¬ 
pers viewed it as a symbol of slavery. As a result the 
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Wreath Cent quickly replaced the Chain Cent after only a 
month of production. 

Neither the Wreath cent nor its successor, the Liberty 
Cap cent, included any indication of the number of states 
in their designs. That would have to wait until the mint is¬ 
sued the first silver dollar in October 1794. By then there 
were still 15 states, and the mint die cutters had no trouble 
fitting 15 stars into the obverse design of that coin. 

On June 1, 1796 Tennessee became the sixteenth state, 
which prompted the addition of another star to the obverse 
of the gold and silver coins. Although the star posed little 
problem for the larger denominations, it provided great 
difficulty for the tiny half-dime and dime. A close exami¬ 
nation of the 1797 dime with 16 stars reveals that the hur¬ 
ried diesinker scratched 16 tiny hash marks into the face 
of the die before he attempted to punch the stars into the 
design. After he had carefully mapped out his work, the 
diesinker then punched the stars into the die face. Even 
with these precautions, the result was still a very crowded 
design in which some of the stars touched one another. 
Toward the end of 1797 a decision was made that only the 
13 original states would be honored on the nation’s coin¬ 
age. The difficulties encountered with fitting in the 16 
stars on the half-dime and dime was part of the reason for 
the reduction in stars, but there were rumors that addi¬ 
tional states would soon join the union. 

Among the early denominations, only the 1797 half 
dimes are known with 13, 15 and 16 star obverses in a sin¬ 
gle year. The 15 star coins were issued first; the 16 star 
pieces were second; and the 13 star coins were struck at 
the end of the year Although all 1797 half dimes are 
scarce, the 13 star pieces are the most difficult to find. It 
has been estimated that only 30 to 40 of these coins are 
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In the mid 1790s the mint die sinkers tried to add a new 
star to the obverse of all the silver and gold coins as each 
new state entered the union. When Tennessee became a 
state in 1796, the die sinkers found that the designs be¬ 
came overcrowded with 16 stars. That prompted a deci¬ 
sion to reduce the number stars to 13 in honor of the 
original 13 states on all the silver and gold coins. The 
1797 half-dime is the only early coin in which all three 
star combinations, 15, 16 and 13 can be collected from a 
single year. All of these coins are scarce, but the 13 star 
variety is almost a rarity with an estimated 40 to 50 
pieces known. 

known today, and they attract considerable interest when¬ 
ever they are offered. Among the other varieties, the 15 
star 1797 half dime is considered to be more common than 
the 16 star piece. 

Although the decision was made to recognize only the 
13 original states on our national coinage, many collectors 
are aware that there are several variations from this. These 
include the 1817 15 star cent, the 1804 quarter eagle and 
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1798 half eagle with 14 stars on the reverse, and the 1828 
12 stars half cent. All of these pieces were the results of 
die cutters’ errors and not a change in mint policy. 

One of the most interesting of these “odd star” coins is 
the 1798 silver dollar with 15 stars on the reverse. Here 
the die maker, who was probably chief mint engraver, 
Robert Scott, added two extra stars above the eagle’s 
head. Scott attempted to cover up the error by extending 
the clouds downward over the stars at the extreme left and 
right sides of the star field. Despite this the bottom points 
of the extra stars still show. 

In addition to the number of stars on the coins, there 
were other areas where 13 objects were subtlety included 
in the design. For example many of the Heraldic Eagle re¬ 
verse coins have 13 arrows in the eagle’s talon, and the 
shield has 13 vertical stripes. There are also two varieties 
of 1795 ten-dollar gold coins that had 13 leaves in the 
branch where the eagle is perched. 

No attempts were made to include a star for each state 
on any United States coin until 1836. That year mint di¬ 
rector R M. Patterson asked engraver Christian Gobrecht 
to prepare a set of dies for a new silver dollar. Gobrecht’s 
designs, which were based upon sketches by Titian Peal 
and Thomas Sully, featured a seated Liberty on the ob¬ 
verse and a magnificent flying eagle on the reverse. On 
the first rendition of the flying ~agle design, the bird was 
surrounded by 26 stars, one for each state. (Michigan 
would be admitted in January 1837.) In keeping with tra¬ 
ditional symbolism, 13 of the stars were larger than the 
others, which emphasized the original states. Unfortu¬ 
nately the Congress lacked the courage to introduce the 
beautiful flying eagle design to the business strike coin¬ 
age. Instead they continued to use the more conservative 
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The 1836 Gobrecht Dollar featured a Seated Liberty de¬ 
sign that would appear on U.S. silver coinage for most of 
the rest of the 19th century. The Seated design was in¬ 
tended to be an Americanized version of the seated fig¬ 
ures that had appeared on British coinage for may years. 
The reverse featured a beautiful flying eagle that was 
surrounded by 26 stars, one for each state. Thirteen of 
the stars were a little larger than the others. 

“military button” style of eagle that John Reich had intro¬ 
duced on the Bust Half-dollar thirty years before. 

For the next 80 years the symbolic number 13 contin¬ 
ued to be a theme on United States coin designs. Thirteen 
stars surrounded the main devices on all of the silver and 
gold coins at one time or another from the late 1830’s to 
the Barber quarters and half-dollars of the early 1900s. 

Finally in 1907 Augustus St. Gaudens brought back 
the concept of a star for each state on his designs for the 
ten and twenty dollar gold pieces. On the eagle St. 
Gaudens added 46 stars around the edge in place of the 
reeding, which had been used on the denomination since 
its introduction in 1795. 

This innovation was made possible by the introduction 
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Augustus St. (iaudens place 46 stars around the edge of 
his magnificent design for the twenty dollar gold piece in 
1907. After Arizona and New Mexico entered the union 
in 1912, two more stars were added to the design. St 
(iaudens ’ ten dollar gold piece had first 46 and then 48 
stars around the edge of the coin instead of reeding. This 
device was made possible by a special collar that ex¬ 
panded and contracted around the coins as they were 
struck. 

of the segmented collar, which surrounded the coin while 
it was struck. After the coin was struck, this device re¬ 
tracted, which allowed the finished coin to fall from the 
dies. In prior years anything but a reeded edge would have 
bonded the finished coin to the collar. In 1912 two more 
stars were added to the edge that marked the admission of 
Arizona and New Mexico into the union. One of the few 
disadvantages to slabbed, certified coins is that interesting 
edge devices, such as these stars, are obscured from view. 

For the double eagle St. Gaudens placed 46 stars 
around the rim of the coin. As with the eagle, this number 
was increased to 48 stars in 1912. 

In recent times only the Kennedy Half-dollar and the 
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U.S. gold eagle bullion coins have had a star for each state 
incorporated in their designs. The obverse design for the 
bullion coins was hardly an innovative since it was copied 
from the St. Gaudens work for the double eagle. As for the 
other current designs, even the concept of 13 stars has 
been discarded on most pieces. There are 13 stars on the 
bullion silver eagle coin and on the reverse of Eisenhower 
and Susan B. Anthony dollars. The other modem coins 
only have stars here and there where the designer thought 
that they would add something to the design. 


Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some j 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could | 
share your thoughts? Now you have a forum - The | 
NENANews! § 

Send your letters to William T. Jones, P O. Box 1314, \ 
Boston, MA 021 17-1314. J 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your | 
NENA News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the 
subject and space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to \ 

provide sufficient space for various subjects and points of view. All 1 

letters will become the property of the New England Numismatic 1 
Association. | 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


October 29, 2000, New Bedford, MA 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club show held ar the V.F.W. 
Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford, MA. 
Contact: Dennis Lewis (508) 378-9801 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING 
ISSUES OF NENA NEWS. SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A 
TELEPHONE NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


Club Meeting Times and Places 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M 

Boston Numismatic Society, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, 
Sept. - June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, East Hartford Public Library, 
840 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (860) 568-6601 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, 
Sept. - June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 
PM.: the first Monday, Oct. - June, 8 P.M. except September: 
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the second Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687- 
2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U.S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain, 89 Vamey 
Mill Rd„ Windham, ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays, 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P.O. Box 
2991. New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library. Rt 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday, Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (860) 429-6970 (6 -9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Meeting room at REAR, 333 
Valley Road, Middletown, R.I. Meetings the second Tuesday 
of the month, 8:00PM. For information: Carlton Johnson, 

P.O. Box 3, Newport, R.I. 02840 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For information: David 
Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 
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Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, 
Elm Street, West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, 
September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People s 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS, SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


NENA Classified Ads 

Wanted: Statue of Liberty Exonumia collector wants to buy 
New York City "Safe and Sane” or public school athletic 
league medals. Premium paid for 1930 PSAL medal. Paul 
Lajoie, P.O. Box 61251, Longmeadow, MA 01116-1251 (1) 

Trade/Buy/Sell: Need Mass, medals, tokens, wooden 
nickels. Have some Mass, cup plates, medals, tokens, 
woods Also have some NENA medals, collectors plates 
and the 115 issue Royal International FDC/Gold Stamp 
collection. Gerard J. Braithwaite, 138 Lakeview Ave., 
Falmouth, MA 02540-2832 (2) 
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FOR SALE: 7 different Chinese banknotes (1930’s & 40’s). 
$ 10.00/set. 4 different Hong Kong & Macau colony coins 
(1950’s and 70's) $ 12.00/set. (Postage included) Chris Chany, 
170 Fayette Street, Wollaston, MA 02170. (2) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products. From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 
I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen. 
169 Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. (2) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life 
Member #2060.’(2) 

Wanted: 10 K Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1873 BNS 
medals, Boston real photo post cards and adv. covers 
Kevin E. McKelvey P.O. Box 1061 Jackson, NJ 08527, 
FAX (732) 833-9096 (Life Member 4097) (2) 

For Sale: 19th Century Springfield, MA Baseball Medals 
call, write or Email for availability. William T. Jones, 
Numismatist, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117 (617) 341 - 
2514, Email: billjones@mediaone.net NENA Life Member 
#2060. (1) 

For Sale: Rolls of Uncirculated cents. One of each except 
where noted. 1955-D (2 rolls) 1959-D, 1960-D, 1968, 1968-D, 
1969-D, 1971-S (4 rolls), 1971-D (5 rolls), 1973-S, 1973. All 
for $95 or best offer + S&H. D.R. Dietz, 35 Pleasant St., 
Hyannis, MA 02601, (508) 771-6206. Life member (2) 

Desperately Wanted: US Colonial, especially rare Connecticut 
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and NJ’s, and rare Redbook types. Also pre-1835 US gold. 
Coin Rarities, PMB 356, 994 No. Colony Road, Wallingford, 
CT 06492, 1-800 COINS-99. www.earlycoins.com (2) 


NENANews Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the | 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published f 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the 1 
association in good standing. For information about | 
NENA or this publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
P.O. Box 920586 
Needham, MA 02492-0007 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 


24 




Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance 
to buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past 
When space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) 
those whose ads have not been published previously, and 
(2) those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be 
published again. The goal of this policy is to keep the 
material fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after 
your needs have been fulfdled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Membership Application 



Name ___ Date_ 

Please Print 


Mailing Address ___ 

City/Town ___ State _ ZIP _ 

Numismatic Interests _____ 

ANA Number _ Other Affiliations ___ 

Applicant’s Signature _ 

Dues per calendar year: 

□ $10.00 Regular Membership Complete form and send with check 

□ $100.00 Regular Life Membership Payable to NENA to: 

$ 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) NENA 

Date of Birth _ P. O. Box 920586 

□ $10.00 Club Membership Needham , MA 02-192-0007 

D$100.00 Club Life Membership 

NENA News. A quarterly publication of the New England Numismatic Association , is included with membership 














An Unsurpassed Record of 

Auction Success 

We invite you to become a part of our spec¬ 
tacular upcoming auction season! When it 
comes time to sell, you deserve the best— 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Whether your collection is worth several thou¬ 
sand dollars or millions of dollars, we can 
realize for you the highest possible market price! 

What other auction houses claim to do, Auctions 
by Bowers and Merena has already done-and has 
the records to prove it. 

We have handled more valuable collections and 
have set more auction price records than has any 
other firm. Our fabulous sales have included: 

♦ The $44.9 million Eliasberg Collection 

♦ The $25 million Garrett Collection 

♦ The $20 million Norweb Collection 

♦ Our ongoing sales of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection 
We hold six of the top 10 world record prices for U.5. 
coins sold at auction (including all three coins that crossed 
the $1 million mark). 

When you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the 
most successful rare coin auction firm in American numismatic 
history! Let our record of success be your record of success, too. 

Call John Pack (Auction Director) or Q. David Bowers (Chairman of 
the Board) today (1 -800-458-4646) to include your coins, sets, or impor¬ 
tant individual pieces in our magnificent auction program. Just by picking up 
the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 ♦ Wolfeboro, NH 03894 ♦ 8004584646 ♦ In NH: 569-5095 ♦ Fax: (603) 569-5319 A 
www.bowersandmerena.com ♦ e-mail: auction@bowersandmerena.com rJmA 









The New England 
Numismatic Association 

presents its 

57th Conference and Annual Meeting 

March 22, 23 and 24, 2001 

To be held in conjunction with the Spring 
2001 Bay State Coin Show 

at the 

Radisson Hotel (“57” Park Plaza) 

200 Stuart St., Park Square, Boston, Massachusetts 

Special discounted room rates will be available: 

$135.00 per night. Single 
$145.00 per night. Double 

Room availability will be extremely limited. 

Reserve early to avoid disappointment 




57 th NENA CONVENTION 
MEDAL DESIGN COMPETITION 

YOU ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT YOUR DESIGN FOR THE 
NEXT NENA CONVENTION COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL 
ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIFICATIONS: 
-Themte - Anything related to New England 
-Size - final medal size will be 11/2”- your design sketch may be 
any size, but must look acceptable when reduced to this size. 
-Required Legend- your design must include the following text: 
57 th NENA conference and Annual Meeting 
Boston, MA. March 24, 2001 

-Deadline- Entries must be received in the NENA P.O. BOX by 
Nov. 3, 2000. 

-Process- Include your design sketch, name, address and phone 
number (and E-Mail address if you have one) and mail it to: 

NENA NEWS, MEDAL DESIGN 
PMB 920586 

NEEDHAM, MA. 02192-0007 

Person submitting winning design will receive a set of finished 
medals (silver and bronze) and will be acknowledged in the NENA 
NEWS. All entries will become property of NENA. 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the past 35 years we have been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and AN ACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis Visit us at www.northeastcoin.com. We update daily! 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write 
us today. Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



NORTHEAST 

ANUMISMATICS 

ijllNC. RARE CONS PERSONAL SERVICE 


10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1-800-449-2646 

978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: nencoin@aol.com 

Visit us on the Web at www.notheastcoin.com 


Thomas 
Caldwell 
ANA LM 

#1318 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Bob Hewey 

The NENA Board has begun a concentrated effort to make 

our Annual Meeting and Convention on March 24, 2001 

at the Bay State Show one of our best ever: 

• Speakers are being lined up (in addition to Scott 
Travers, we hope to have a presentation on Web Notes 
by Bob Kvederas and a speaker and/or program from 
the ANA) 

• There will be a presentation by the Love Token Soci¬ 
ety 

• We expect an excellent Young Numismatist Program 
to be held once again 

• We’ll be holding a raffle with some excellent prizes. A 
book of tickets is enclosed for you to sell or buy your¬ 
self. Please, no later than March 1, 2001, return the 
stubs only with money for tickets sold as well as any 
unsold tickets so we can sell them at the door (special 
thanks to Northeast Numismatics for its generous do¬ 
nation of the $20 gold piece!) 

• The medal design has been chosen (Congratulations to 
Louise Aleo on her design. I hope you responded to 
our NENA News Extra offer and got your order in on 
time!) 

• We’ll have our exhibit displays and awards (start plan¬ 
ning now and see the exhibit application in this issue 
of NENA News or our earlier NENA News Extra) 

• Bring your “unidentifiables” and see if you can stump 
our experts at the “What’s it?” table 

• Plus, our annual meeting will be held at 4:00 p.m. in¬ 
stead of noon as we have in the past There will be 
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elections, awards presentations and a door prize. 

Please plan on attending. 

While the Bay State Coin Show runs from Friday, 
March 23 through Sunday, March 25, we are planning 
NENA events on Saturday, March 24 only. Ed Aleo 
puts on a very nice show in an excellent venue. Don’t 
let Boston scare you. There is parking right on the 
premises...yes, it’s pricey (about $25 for the day) but 
it’s easy to get to. If you take mass transit or if you car- 
pool and share the expense it really isn’t that bad for an 
excellent show with hundreds of dealers catering to 
every interest. Mark the date and I’ll see you there! 

NENA Board Meeting 
November 4, 2000 

President Hewey called the meeting to order at 
10:05 A.M. at the Auburn, Massachusetts Public Li¬ 
brary. Present was Robert Hewey, Jack Kiley, George 
Bilodeau and Robert Anderson. Jack Kiley made a mo¬ 
tion that George Bilodeau serve as the alternate State 
Representative from Connecticut. This was seconded by 
Bob Anderson and passed. Bob Anderson made a mo¬ 
tion that the September minutes be accepted as pre¬ 
sented and Jack Kiley seconded the motion. The treas¬ 
urer’s report was read. George Bilodeau made a motion 
that it be accepted as read and Jack Kiley seconded the 
motion. 

Bob Anderson made a motion to accept the Bay 
State Show contract, and Jack Kiley seconded that mo¬ 
tion. President Robert Hewey signed the contract, and 
Treasurer Robert Anderson co-signed it. The association 
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received a check from Bay State for $500.00 and a credit for 
$5.00. This was to help defray the cost of the Annual NENA 
meeting and register NENA with the show. 

President Hewey announced that our next meeting would 
be at the library in Auburn on December 2, 2000. 

We need volunteer to staff the NENA tables at the Bay 
State Show on March 23 and 24, 2001. The show hours are 
from 10:00 AM to 7 PM Friday and Saturday. We hope to sell 
raffle thickets and accept new members to NENA. 

Five medal designs were submitted for the 2001 NENA 
medal competition. Louise Aleo won the first prize for her 
rendition of Boston’s “Big Dig” Suspension Tower combined 
with the Custom Flouse Tower. A copy of the proposed medal 
will be included in the next NENA News. Jack Kiley will 
contact Michael Macuga to ask if he will conduct the medal 
program for 2001. 

It was decided that we need a special mailing in December 
for the medal application, the exhibit applications, the bourse 
applications and the membership renewal applications. Bob 
Anderson will contact the Boston Police to determine how we 
may hold our annual raffle. The total prizes will not exceed 
$500.00. 

President Hewey started a schedule of speakers for the up¬ 
coming convention. 

The Auburn Public Library confirmed the next meeting 
for December 2, 2000 at 10:00 AM. Jack Haroian must con¬ 
firm future meetings for the first Saturday in January, Febru¬ 
ary and March. 

President Hewey adjourned the meeting at 11:45 AM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Robert S. Anderson 
Alternate Secretary 
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Committee Chairman for the 
2000 NENA Convention Activities 

If any the NENA membership has any questions about the 
March NENA Convention or would like to volunteer to 
help at the convention, here is a list of your NENA Con¬ 
vention team and their responsibilities: 

Bourse - Ed Aleo is the bourse chairman and Bob Hewey 
is the NENA liaison. 

NENA Medal - Bob Anderson will process the NENA 
medal orders, and Bill Stone is responsible for publicity. 

Exhibits - Frank Hoerzer will process the application 
forms and coordinate the exhibits and judging. 

Convention Publicity - Joe Duval 

There are still many positions where we need additional 
volunteers including working on the YN Program, speak¬ 
ers and programs, sale of raffle tickets and other events. 
Your help will be most welcome! 
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Starting a Barber Half Dollar Collection 

By Russell Easterbrooks 

Collectors aspiring to assemble a collection of Bar¬ 
ber half-dollars are fortunate that today’s market holds 
countless opportunities within this series. 

Determining the degree of circulation that retains your 
interest with this design will be your first consideration. 
Barber halves are most commonly found in Good to Very 
Good condition They saw hard use in circulation. 

Personally 1 dislike the Mint State grades. These coins 
were denied the dignity of circulation for which coins 
were intended. The Mint State grading entanglements, and 
their “pricey nature” are also discouraging. If perfection is 
what you seek. Proof coins are the way to go. The added 
price of Proof coins is quickly offset by their limited mint¬ 
age figures. 

In today’s market I would consider a nicely matched 
collection of Very Fine Barber halves. While the middle 
grades, Fine to Extremely Fine, will prove challenging to 
locate regardless of the mintage figures, prices are reason¬ 
able and present an excellent value. 

David Lawrence’s “Complete Guide to Barber 
Halves” should be considered an essential part of your 
collection. Remember coin collecting is a never-ending 
educational endeavor. Many other coin related books, 
which touch upon Barber coins, will prove helpful as you 
assemble your collection. 

As you examine the mintage figures and availability of 
Barber halves, you will quickly realize that there are many 
“sleeper” dates in this series. Then there is the ultimate 
prize, the 1892-0 micro-0 variety. 

Of the three Barber denominations, the half-dollars ap- 


pear to display the least number of die errors. Considering 
the size of the half-dollar and the likelihood of die cracks 
and other minor errors, this may seem unusual. However, 
it is important to remember that the bulk of Barber halves 
available today grade Good to Very Good. The significant 
amount of wear would most certainly eliminate all by the 
most major die errors. It’s also important the note that the 
melting pot devoured a great number of Barber halves, 
which further limited the discovery of die errors. 



Above is an attractive example of the rare 1892- 
O Half-dollar with the micro mint mark 
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1873: An Amazing Numismatic Year 

By Bob Hewey (LM3016) 



Finding arrows at the date was only one of many sur¬ 
prises that greeted those who followed the nation's nen* 
coinage in 1873. Open and dosed 3 s were found on most 
denominations, and old issues like the two cent piece, the 
silver three cent piece and the half dime disappeared, 
while a new coin . the Trade Dollar, was introduced. 


Recently we’ve been hearing complaints that there are 
just too many different types of coins produced by the 
mint each year. Usually, the concern focuses on the num- 
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ber of commemorative issues produced. But there was a 
year when the number of regular issue coin types totaled 
twenty spread over fourteen different denominations. And 
if you include the mints and major varieties (open/closed 
3, arrows, no arrows), even excluding those too scarce to 
be considered collectible, the overdates and double dies 
and proof only issues, you would need an incredible 44 
coins to complete the set. The year was 1873, an amazing 
year for numismatists in the United States. 

Let’s begin with a bit of history. Around the start of 
the civil war, specie payments were suspended in the U.S. 
and paper currency, including fractional notes, had largely 
replaced all forms of hard currency in circulation into the 
1870s. (Note: Civil War Tokens issued privately were in 
response to the need for small change that was not being 
accommodated by the government.) Nonetheless, in 1873 
there was a showdown between the advocates of a gold 
standard only and those who wanted to continue a bi¬ 
metallic standard (silver and gold at a fixed ratio of 16:1) 
for U.S. currency. Earlier in the decade, for a number of 
reasons, silver became more and more depreciated, mak¬ 
ing the exchange of bullion for silver coinage a profitable 
venture. Finally, in The Mint Act of February 12, 1873 
silver was demonitized (i.e. was no longer convertible to 
coinage or gold on demand) and the U.S. went to a strictly 
gold standard, as had much of Europe. At the same time, 
the two cent piece, three cent silver, half dime and dollar 
coinage were officially suspended. Another interesting 
provision of the Act was the attempt to establish a metric 
coinage, with the dime weighing 2.5 grams, the quarter 
6.25 grams and the half dollar 12.5 grams to go along with 
the nickel five cent already weighing 5 grams. This 
change in weight (actually a slight increase) was the rea- 
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son for the addition of the arrows at the date, to differenti¬ 
ate it from the earlier coinage. 

However, there was still a demand in international 
trade for hard currency. In China, the Mexican 8 Reales 
was the standard currency. In support of U S. trade in the 
orient, these Mexican “dollars” had to be imported at a 
premium. 

The answer seemed to be the coinage of a commercial 
or “Trade Dollar” which would weigh more than the 
Mexican coin and provide a use for the excess silver gen¬ 
erated by the vast lodes discovered in the American west. 
It was not intended that these new coins be legal tender in 
the U.S. It was simply intended to be a stamped ingot 
showing its weight and fineness for use in international 
trade. The “coinage” would be made by the mint on de¬ 
mand by the owner of the bullion and at the owner’s ex¬ 
pense. Nonetheless, the Trade Dollar was included as part 
of the subsidiary coinage and made legal tender in 
amounts up to five dollars. 

The original closed 3 in the date was easily mistaken 
for an 8. As a result, in mid-January 1873 the mint direc¬ 
tor ordered a new “open” 3 logotype for all denomina¬ 
tions. 

Mintage of cents through nickel five cents was limited 
to the Philadelphia mint. Two cent and silver three cent 
pieces were produced as proof only issues. All but the 
three cent silver exist as both open3 and closed3 varieties 
The half dimes were either from Philadelphia or San Fran¬ 
cisco and were of the pre-Mint Act variety (no arrows). 
Similarly, Seated Liberty Dollars were of the pre-Mint Act 
variety and were produced in Philadelphia, Carson City 
and San Francisco, though S-mint pieces are unknown and 
were likely all melted Dimes, quarters and halves were 
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minted in both pre- and post-Mint Act varieties (without 
and with arrows at date). The no arrows dimes and quar¬ 
ters were minted in Philadelphia (in both open 3 and 
closed 3 varieties), and Carson City, though the latter are 
uncollectably rare. The no arrows Halves were minted in 
Philadelphia (in both open 3 and closed 3 varieties), Car- 
son City and San Francisco, though, like the dollar, S-mint 
pieces are unknown and were likely all melted. Trade dol¬ 
lars were produced in Philadelphia, Carson City and San 
Francisco. 

Gold coins in all six regular issue denominations were 
produced in 1873. The Type 3 Indian Head dollar was 
produced only in Philadelphia in both open 3 and closed 3 
varieties. The Indian Head Three Dollar gold was also 
produced only in Philadelphia in both open 3 and closed 3 
varieties, but the open 3 variety is an extremely rare proof 
only issue. Quarter Eagle, Half Eagle, Eagle and Double 
Eagle were all of the Coronet type. The Quarter Eagle was 
minted in Philadelphia (in both open 3 and closed 3 varie¬ 
ties), and San Francisco, the Half Eagle was produced in 
Philadelphia (in both open 3 and closed 3 varieties). Car- 
son City and San Francisco. Only one variety of the Gold 
Eagle was produced in each of the three mints: Philadel¬ 
phia, Carson City and San Francisco. The Double Eagle 
was produced in the most variety: in Philadelphia (in both 
open 3 and closed 3 varieties), Carson City and San Fran¬ 
cisco (in both open 3 and closed 3 varieties). 

So, next time you think that there are too many types 
of coins to collect being produced now, remember 1873 
and count your blessings! 
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An Introduction to Love Tokens 

By Carol Harmes 


Introduction by George A. Bilodeau. Jr. 

Love tokens first appeared after the Civil War in 
the United States and were predominately made during the 
1880s and 1890s. They circulated in many countries but 
were mostly found in Canada, Great Britain and The 
United States. A love token is a coin of the realm that has 
been planed smooth and engraved with initials or in some 
cases a pictorial scene. The tokens were often given to a 
loved one. Most love tokens were done on dimes, but love 
tokens have been seen on copper, silver and even gold 
coins They were sometimes mounted on necklaces or 
bracelets. 

Carol Harmes wrote the following article that is re- 
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printed here from the May/June 1999 edition of the Love 
Token Society Newsletter. This article, which has been 
reprinted with the permission of the Society, shows the di¬ 
versity of love token collecting. 


A Guide to Collecting Love Tokens 

By Carol Harmes 

Many people state collecting love tokens with ini¬ 
tials, either their own or of friends and family. Some go on 
to collect scenes or other unique love tokens. Initials are 
by far the most abundant. Scenes one must really hunt for 
and be prepared to pay a higher price. I started by trying to 
collect scenics, but was a little discouraged since I could 
not find them at many of the smaller coin shows. As a re¬ 
sult I began to expand the categories of love tokens I col¬ 
lect. 

1 have compiled a list of collecting below. From time 
to time 1 add another category to my list. The list will 
probably continue to expand as my collection increases. I 
urge other LTS members to contribute their ideas for col¬ 
lecting particularly if I have omitted something. 

1. Initials 

a. Friends and family 

b. Decorative 

Overlapping letters 

Different styles of lettering 

c. Lettering combinations 

All the same letters (ex. H.H.H.) 

Radar letters (letters that can be read upside- 

down or right side up.) 

d. Single letters of the alphabet 
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e Interesting initials (ex. Me or Jr. used with other 
initials. 

2. Names 

a. First names 

b. First and last names 

c. Names and addresses 

3. Fancy Borders 

4. Dates 

Single date, birth dates, deaths or anniversaries 

5. Presentation / Gift 

ex. From A to S 

6. Saying / Messages 

ex My heavenly jewel or forget-me-not. Note: Some 
messages may have to be translated from other lan¬ 
guages I have a few in German. 

7. Enameled 

Mostly letters, but there are some with flowers. Eng¬ 
lish enameled coins, where the enamel is a replica of 
the coin image, may also be included in the category. 

8. Jeweled 

Stones are set either with initials or combined with a 
scene. 

9. Metal Overlay 

Technique is mostly done with initials either in gold or 
silver. 
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10. Cut Down Coins 

Edges of coins are cut into a design. The octagon is 
the most common, but I have also found cut out ini¬ 
tials, a clover and a sheriffs star within a circle. 

11. Family Members 

Mother (Ma, Mama); Father (Pa); Sister; Brother; 
Grandmother; Grandfather; Aunt; Uncle; Cousin; 
Baby; Nany; Mamie. 

12. U.S. Type Coins 

Collect one of every type coin you can find 

13. Year Sets 

Collect love tokens by date. 

14. Country Type Set 

Collect one from as many countries as you can. 

15. Early Great Britain Coins 

Mostly on copper pennies and engraved on both sides. 

16. Pictorials 

a. Animals - horse, dog, cat, frog, deer, cow 

b. People portrait or full figure 

c. Birds - swan, heron, owl, hen, generic birds 

d. Insects - bugs and butterflies 

e. Landscapes - tress, hills, river, houses 

f. Bridges 

g. Lighthouses 

h. Nautical - sails, anchor, boats, etc. 

i. Sports - roller skate, ice skate, etc. 
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j. Geometric shapes 

k. Floral 

l. Hearts 

m. Horseshoes 

n. Moon and stars 

o. Scrollwork and banners 

p. Musical instruments or music notes 

q. Transportation - train, trolley, bicycle 

r Religious - angels. Lord’s Prayer, cross. Star of 
David, churches, ect. 

s. Miscellaneous pictorials - ones that do not fit the 
above categories 

17 Jewelry 

a. Pin - single coin 

b. Brooch - group of coins 

c. Earrings 

d. Bracelet - may be constructed in different man¬ 
ners. 

e. Necklace 

f. Ring 

g. Locket (ex. Box dollar with engraving on the in¬ 
side.) 

h. Watch fob 
i Stickpin 

j Shirt studs 

k. Cufflinks 

l. Button 

18. Semi-related Categories 

a. Organizations - Masonic, Odd Fellows, etc. 

b. Seals - carved backwards 

c. Military names, places, ID numbers and scenes 


d. Medals - either initials done on medals or awards 

e. Blanks - may have borders engraved but no ini¬ 
tials 


Some love tokens may fit into more than one category. 
For example one of my prize pieces is a gold watch chain 
with seven five-dollar gold coins. One coin has gold over¬ 
lay initials and the others have enameled initials. One of 
the enameled ones also has a diamond set in it. This piece 
could fit in four different categories (jewelry, enameled, 
jeweled and metal overlay). I choose to keep it with my 
jewelry, but if I were ever doing an exhibit on enameled 
love tokens, I would pull it out of my jewelry section. I 
hope this list is of some help and offers some inspiration. 


Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could 
share your thoughts? Now you have a forum - The 
NENA News! 

Send your letters to William T Jones, P O. Box 1314, 
Boston, MA 02117-1314. 

So just don’t sit there and fret Write a letter to your 
NENA News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the 
subject and space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to 
provide sufficient space for various subjects and points of view. All 
letters will become the property of the New England Numismatic 
Association. 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


October 29, 2000, New Bedford, MA 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club show held ar the V.F.W. 
Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford, MA. 
Contact: Dennis Lewis (508) 378-9801 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING 
ISSUES OF NENA NEWS SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A 
TELEPHONE NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


Club Meeting Times and Places 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7PM 

Boston Numismatic Society, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, 
Sept. - June, 8 PM. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club. East Hartford Public Library. 
840 Main Street, East Hartford. CT 06108. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (860) 568-6601 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, 
Sept. - June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England. Woman’s Club. 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 
PM.: the first Monday, Oct - June, 8 P.M. except September: 
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the second Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687- 
2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Corner 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday, 7 PM. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club. Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U.S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney 
Mill Rd„ Windham, ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W , 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays, 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P.O. Box 
2991, New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday, Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. 
Annual Com Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (860) 429-6970 (6 - 9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M, except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Meeting room at REAR. 333 
Valiev Road, Middletown, R I. Meetings the second Tuesday 
of the month. 8:00PM For information: Carlton Johnson, 

P.O. Box 3, Newport, R.l. 02840 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For information: David 
Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 
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Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday. 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd. 
Elm Street, West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday. 
September - June, 7PM 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People's 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
second Friday, September - June. 7:00 P.M. For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES. P.O. BOX 1314. 
BOSTON MA 02117-1314. 


NENA Classified Ads 

Wanted: Statue of Liberty Exonumia collector wants to buy 
New York City "'Safe and Sane” or public school athletic 
league medals. Premium paid for 1930 PSAL medal. Paul 
Lajoie. P.O Box 61251, Longmeadow, MA 01116-1251 (1) 

Trade/Buy/Sell: Need Mass, medals, tokens, wooden 
nickels Have some Mass, cup plates, medals, tokens, 
woods. Also have some NENA medals, collectors plates 
and the 115 issue Royal International FDC/Gold Stamp 
collection. Gerard J. Braithwaite, 138 Lakeview Ave., 
Falmouth, MA 02540-2832 (2) 
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FOR SALE: 7 different Chinese banknotes (1930's & 40’s). 
$ 10.00/set. 4 different Hong Kong & Macau colony coins 
(1950's and 70's) $ 12.00/set. (Postage included) Chris Chany, 
170 Fayette Street, Wollaston, MA 02170. (2) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products. From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 

I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen. 
169 Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. (1) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life 
Member #2060.’(2) 

Wanted: 10 K Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1873 BNS 
medals, Boston real photo post cards and adv. covers 
Kevin E. McKelvey P.O. Box 1061 Jackson, NJ 08527, 
FAX (732) 833-9096 (Life Member 4097) (2) 

For Sale: 19th Century Springfield, MA Baseball Medals. 

call, write or Email for availability. William T. Jones, 
Numismatist, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117. (617) 341 - 
2514, Email: billjones@mediaone.net NENA Life Member 
#2060. (1) 

For Sale: Rolls of Uncirculated cents. One of each except 
where noted. 1955-D (2 rolls) 1959-D, 1960-D, 1968, 1968-D, 
1969-D, 1971-S (4 rolls), 1971-D (5 rolls), 1973-S, 1973. All 
for $95 or best offer + S&H. D.R. Dietz, 35 Pleasant St., 
Hyannis, MA 02601, (508) 771-6206. Life member (2) 

Desperately Wanted: US Colonial, especially rare Connecticut 
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and NJ’s, and rare Redbook types. Also pre-1835 US gold. 
Coin Rarities, PMB 356, 994 No. Colony Road, Wallingford, 
CT 06492, 1-800 COINS-99. www.earlycoins.com (2) 


NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the 
association in good standing. For information about 
NENA or this publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
P.O. Box 920586 
Needham, MA 02492-0007 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance 
to buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. 
When space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) 
those whose ads have not been published previously, and 
(2) those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be 
published again. The goal of this policy is to keep the 
material fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after 
your needs have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Membership Application 


Name ___ Date 

Please Print 


Mailing Address ___ 

City/Town _ State _ ZIP 


Numismatic Interests 


ANA Number _ Other Affiliations ___ 

Applicant’s Signatur e _ 

Dues per calendar year: 

$10.00 Regular Membership Complete form and send with check 

□ $100.00 Regular Life Membership Payable to NENA to: 

□ 5 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) NENA 

Date of Birth _ P. (). Box 920586 

$ 10.00 Club Membership Needham , MA 02492-0007 

$100.00 Club Life Membership 

NENA News, .-1 quarterly publication of the Sew England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 














Bowers and Merena Galleries 


2001 Auction Schedule 


When great collections are 

sold . . . Bowers and Merena sells them! 

Auction Date 

i 

r Location 

January 3, 2001 . 

The Rarities Sale 

March 1, 2001 . 

(Mail Bid and Internet Auction) 

March 15-17,2001 . 

(with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention) 

April 12, 2001 . 

(Mail Bid and Internet Auction) 

May 21-23,2001 . 


June 7, 2001 . 

(Mail Bid and Internet Auction) 

June 29-July 1, 2001 . 

(with the MidAmerica Coin Expo) 


T hitiking of selling your rare coin collection? 


Right now we are planning our next several sales and invite you to participate. Call John Pack, 
Director of Auctions, at 1-800-458-4646 and we will set you on the road to cashing a very 
generous settlement check. We can even provide a cash advance if you desire. There is no 
obligation, only the opportunity to sell your rare coins, or your complete collection for the very 
best market price. 

Bowers and Merena Galleries 

-A Collectors Universe™ Company - 

Box 1224 ♦ Wolfeboro, NH 03894 ♦ Toll Free: 1-800-458-4646 ♦ In NIL 569-5095 

_ NASDAQ: CLCT _ 

















The New England 
Numismatic Association 

presents its 

57th Conference and Annual Meeting 

March 23, 24 and 25, 2001 * 

To be held in conjunction with the Spring 
2001 Bay State Coin Show 

at the 

Radisson Hotel (“57” Park Plaza) 

200 Stuart St., Park Square, Boston, Massachusetts 

Special discounted room rates will be available: 

$135.00 per night, Single 
$145.00 per night. Double 

Room availability will be extremely limited. 

Reserve early to avoid disappointment 

*Note: A dealers’ night will be held on March 22 starting at 
4:30 PM. There will be a special admission charge for this 
event. 




